REMARKS 



Of the 17 claims submitted for examination in this application, two of them, 
Claims 9 and 17, stand objected to based on informalities. 

The first of these informalities, directed to Claim 9, is predicated upon the fact 
that one of the C 9 ligands in formula (5) includes 8 substituents. An indenyl group 
contains only 7 substituents. 

Applicants have amended Claim 9 so that the typographical error wherein the 
indenyl or substituted indenyl group that included 8 substituents has been changed to 
include only 7 substituents. This was accomplished by correcting the typographical error 
wherein the radical R 62 was recited twice in one of the indenyl groups of formula (5). 

The second objection is directed to Claim 17. In Claim 17 the improper phrase 
"under the existence of is included. The Official Action suggests that this phrase be 
replaced with -in the presence of--. That suggested change was made in amended Claim 
17. 

Applicants submit that the aforementioned amendments overcome the objections 
of record. Reconsideration and removal of these objections is therefore deemed 
appropriate. Such action is respectively urged. 

Of the 18 claims submitted for examination in this application, seven of them, 
Claims 1, 12-15, 17 and 18, stand rejected on substantive grounds. Specifically, Claims 
1, 12-15, 17 and 18 stand rejected, under 35 U.S.C.§103(a), as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,043,180 to Jacobsen et al. 

The Official Action states that Jacobsen et al. teaches compounds of the general 
formula Cp 3 MX, where X is hydride and Cp is cyclopentadienyl or a cyclopentadienyl 
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derivative. The Official Action points out that examples of the latter teaching are 
provided by the Jacobsen et al. disclosure of tetramethylcyclopentadienyl and 
pentamethylcyclopentadienyl. 

The Official Action admits that the Jacobsen et al reference does not disclose a 
compound of the formula Cp 3 *ZrH, where Cp* is r| 5 -pentamethylcyclopentadienyl. 
However, the Official Action argues that one skilled in the art would have found it 
obvious to arrive at such a compound based on the general teaching of Jacobsen et al. 
because of its disclosure of the generic formula Cp3MX. 

It is noted that the remaining claims, Claims 2-1 1 and 16, include patentable 
subject matter insofar as they have been indicated to be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form wherein all limitations of those claims and the base claims from which 
they depend are rewritten in independent form. 

Applicants have canceled Claim 1 . Thus, the rejection of that claim is now moot. 

Claim 2 has been amended into independent form. Thus, its dependency from 
Claim 1 has been removed. As such, the rejection to Claim 2, based on its dependency 
from a rejected base claim, is overcome. 

In addition to the removal of the dependency of Claim 1 , Claim 2 has been 
amended to correct minor grammatical errors. For example, articles have been 
introduced therein, the word "atom" following -hydrogen- has been deleted and that the 
improper capitalization of the letter "p" in "provided" has been corrected. In this regard 
it is noted that dependent Claims 4-13 and 16-18 have been similarly amended to correct 
minor grammatical, punctuation and spelling errors of the type corrected in Claim 2. 
These changes are purely ministerial and no estoppel is created by these amendments. 
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It is furthermore emphasized that Claims 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 16 have been 
amended to change their dependency from Claim 1 to Claim 2. With this amendment the 
objection or rejection of those claims is overcome. 

The above amendment and remarks establish the patentable nature of all the 
claims currently in this application. Notice of Allowance and passage to issue of these 
claims, Claims 2-18, is therefore respectfully solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Marvin Bressler 
Registration No. 25,132 
Attorney for Applicants 
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